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edition. Excerpt: .He spoke about the new hotel, and her face
lighted up. It was evidently a favourite subject. The workmen
had been brought down from London by the contractors.
There had been constant delays, for the bricklayers had struck
first, and then the labourers. Local men would have been glad
of the job, but were afraid to take it. Now work was kept on up
till nine o clock each night that the contract might be finished
in time. He perceived with some annoyance that the girl s tone
was contemptuous when she spoke of these workmen, and,
from her remarks, he divined a jealousy in the district of this
imported labour. They were a lazy, drunken set, she alleged,
who did nothing but cause mischief. They wouldn t work
themselves, and they wouldn t let others have a chance. Luke
did not accept her...
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