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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1868 edition. Excerpt: .very little was known, was a drunkard. Wilks, Virchow,
Wagner, and Lanceraux admit an affection of the pericardium. It occurs in the diffuse form, or as gummata,
frequently associated with myocarditis. The latter was found as diffuse interstitial affection, or in the form of
gummous deposits. Interstitial myocarditis more frequently attacks the walls and muscles of the left of the
heart than of the right. The endocardium usually shows a bluish-white colour, is often thickened, but in an
unequal manner; the original tissue of the muscles disappears and gets replaced by a dense fibrous whitish
substance, interspersed with yellow spots. Effusion of serum into the pericardium seems rarer than in other
heart diseases. Eight cases of gummata of the heart are recorded in medical literature. The little tumours are
liable to soften, and may produce ulceration of the heart and embolism (Oppolzer). The symptoms are those of
pain, irregular action of the heart, and impeded circulation, palpitations, dyspnoea, irregular beating,
increased dulness, blue lips; and sometimes a slight systolic murmur was noticed: the ankles do not often swell.
The diagnosis from rhenmatic affection is not always easy. In syphilitic disease other organs are also affected;
the mnrmur is constant in rheumatism, and oedema more extensive. As for the prognosis, it is more favourable
in syphilis than in rheumatism. Specific remedies may cure the affection in the commencement, but of course,
where the disease is inveterate, it leads to a fatal end. AFFECTIONS OF BLOOD-YESSELS....
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