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Excerpt: . BULGARIA GOES TO WAR BUT the key to the Balkans
is Bulgaria, not Rumania. Leaving Bucarest on a dirty little
train, you crawl slowly south over the hot plain, passing
wretched little villages made of mud and straw, like the
habitations of an inferior tribe in Central Africa. Gentle,
submissive-looking peasants in white linen, stand gaping
stupidly at the engine. You stop at every tiny station, as if the
Rumanian Government were contemptuously indifferent of
any one going to Bulgaria, and at Giurgiu there is an
unnecessarily rigid examination by petty despotic customs
officials, who make it as disagreeable as possible to leave the
country. But across the yellow Danube is another world. While
the steamer is yet a hundred yards from the landing-stage
somebody hails you with a grin--a big brown policeman who
has been in America, and whom you saw once...
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