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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 edition. Excerpt: .the Z.s ever came to the house. In later years my father s
state was so suffering that intercourse with our neighbours almost ceased, and we children had a rather
desolate feeling that we were left out. But | think that my mother never felt this as any loss. She was not
essentially sociable as was my father. The early memories that come back to me seem now to be full of
sunshine and happiness. | think of a sound we always associated with the summer, the rattle of the fly-wheel of
the well, drawing water for the garden; the lawn burnt brown, the garden a blaze of colour, the six oblong beds
in front of the drawing-room windows, with phloxes, lilies, and larkspurs in the middle, and portulacas,
verbenas, and other low growing plants in front; the row of lime-trees humming with bees, my father lying on
the grass under them; the children playing about, with probably a kitten and a dog, and my mother dressed in
lilac muslin, wondering why the blackcaps did not here sing the same song as they did at Maer. This was a
perennial puzzle to her, but what the mystery was | have never been able to guess. Of pleasure, as the world
reckons it, there was but little. We often went to stay with Erasmus Darwin for short visits, but London always
gave my mother bad headaches and more than half her time was spent in...
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