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represents such a synthesis. The brevity of the site visit did not allow for detailed discussions between USGS and
FWS personnel, but it did provide the opportunity to exchange thoughts regarding the information needed to
evaluate the biological program. Thus, the ideas contained within this report are of a general nature and
should be viewed as a collaborative effort that involved the refuge staff. Additional work will be required to
objectively evaluate the biological program, and this report should be viewed as an initial effort to start this
process. In addition, there are alternative ways of approaching an evaluation that would require different levels
and types of information. Therefore, the responsibility of FWS is to review the report and other relevant
materials, discuss available options with appropriate personnel, and determine if the identified information
needs and recommendations outlined in this report are acceptable and represent the preferred manner of
proceeding. General descriptive information on refuge establishment, topography, climate, geology, soils,
vegetation, and wildlife is intended to provide a brief background of the refuge with regard to functions,
processes, and values. This information is...
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