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the pleasure of seeing the conical roofs of the houses of Soog
Abou Sin, as it is sometimes called, rising before us. I had heard
that there was a Greek merchant living at Katarif; and, as in
Africa hospitality from one white man to another is a matter of
course, I enquired my way to his dwelling, and without further
ceremony made my camels kneel at his door, and walked into
the hut, where I received a very kind welcome. Katarif, or the
market of Abou Sin, is situated on the border of immense
prairies, which, in the rainy season, are covered with long
grass, but at this time of the year, after being exposed for eight
months to a burning sun, were an arid and waterless desert. I
was told that, for three days march, we should find no water
on the road; and...
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